
Connection,  Character,  and
Role Models

In our CHARACTER COUNTS! workshops, we discuss how being a
positive role model is a key part of teaching good character.
Think about a role model who made an impact on your life.
Then,  consider  how  that  person  was  able  to  make  such  a
positive impact on you. The answer we hear often is that the
people who impact us take the time to learn about and connect
with us. Connection is an important element of being a good
role model and making a positive impact on others. Connection
helps others trust us and believe in our integrity.

We  hear  amazing  stories  about  people  who  make  a  positive
impact because they connected with others and built trusting
relationships. We learn about coaches who taught athletes how
to  overcome  adversity  in  their  lives,  mentors  who  guided
important, life-altering decisions, and teachers who inspired
their students to become educators themselves.

Meaningful, sustainable connections aren’t just the key to
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building relationships. Connecting with others also builds a
positive culture, whether it be at home, work, school, or
another  organization.  An  easy  first  step  in  building
connections is asking questions. Be curious and engaged about
the other person. Look for commonalities and express interest
in your differences.

How can you make a positive impact on others? Get started by
asking yourself these three questions:

Who made a positive impact on your life? In addition,1.
how did that person make a difference in your life?
Who  could  you  positively  impact  by  making  a  deeper2.
connection with them?
How  can  you  make  a  deeper  connection  with  those3.
individuals?


